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he was easily persuaded to enter into an alliance with the '
queen, whom he furnished with a very large body of troops.
The king of Prussia having left a garrison in Prague,
which he commanded to put the burghers to death, if they
left their houses in the night, went forward to take the
other towns and fortresses, expecting, perhaps, that prince
Charles would be interrupted in his march; but the French,
though they appeared to follow him, either could not, or
would not, overtake him.

In a short time, by marches pressed on with the utmost
eagerness, Charles reached Bohemia, leaving the Bava-
rians to regain the possession of the wasted plains of their
country, which their enemies, who still kept the strong
places, might again seize at will. At the approach of the
Austrian army, the courage of the king of Prussia seemed
to have failed him. He retired from post to post, and
evacuated town after town, and "fortress after fortress,
without resistance, or appearance of resistance, as if he
was resigning them to the rightful owners.

It might have been expected, that he should have made
some effort to rescue Prague; but, after a faint attempt
to dispute the passage of the Elbe, he ordered his garrison
of eleven thousand men to quit the place. They left be-
hind them their magazines and heavy artillery, among
which were seven pieces of remarkable excellence, called
" the seven electors." But they took with them their field
cannon, and a great number of carriages, laden with stores
and plunder, which they were forced to leave, in their way,
to the Saxons and Austrians that harassed their march.
They, at last, entered Silesia, with the loss of about a third
part.

The king of Prussia suffered much in his retreat; for,
besides the military stores, which he left every where be-
hind him, even to the clothes of his troops, there was |a
want of provisions in his army, and, consequently, frequent
desertions and many diseases; and a soldier sick or killed
was equally lost to a flying army.

At last he reentered his.own territories, and, Jbaving